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8 CLAIMS NEWS

B Charles Taylor
Carisulting has purchasad
run-off spacialist

LCL Group and LCL
Acquisitions,

B Legal and General
has appointed Quest
Gates as its sole liability
adjuster. The congract =
for bath investigation and
chairs handling,

B Terry Dunning,
lermeriy direcrar of
construction at GAR
Robins, is joining Garwyn
as divisional director,
headirg up the company 's
niiw conscruction division,
Mr Dunring will bo based
at-new Garwyn offices in
the City,

B Fortis Insurance has
repoarted an over-
whelming response

to its salutions

centre initiative, with
representatives from
686 bodyshops across
the LIK submitting their
propasals to meet the

Il Movernbar deadiine,

H 24-haur apening
fram 24 Movember will
precipitate a surge in
noise-relaced claims,
According toa partner at
law firm Ricksons, Peter
Kenworthy said: “We
are seeing an increase

in the number af claims
fram the leisure industry £
buocause employers

are Ignoring noise
regulations,” According
o Ricksons, an estimated
568 000 people work in
clubs, pubs and bars but

Ak daaakdRgze ey

'subjected to nolben
levels equivalent to ajet

plane taking off. . ".}\

B Withersnet — the

natonal nerwark af

subsidence repair

specialists — has added

Stress UK to its panel of
partner companies.

Stress UK increases the

member panel to four, i
joining ¢o-lounders f

AMG waits as Liv
Vic cuts its panel

By Ed Vinales

ASHWORTH Mairs Group has
admutted it would be disappoint-
cd to lose its ploce on Liverpaaol
Victoria and Groupamia's Inss
adfuzter panels, which are cur-
renidy ¢lose o belng fnalised.

Hiving recently undergnne g
mimapement buayoal, which sow
EG2m In privale equity Funds
invested in AMG, the company is
walting to be informed of both
insurers” decisions by the end ol
thi momth.

The bds el justing group is the
only compiusy on both panels; and
i5mware that Liverponl: Viciorta
plans to streambing irs pane from
two providers 1 fust one,

kevin Wood, AMGE's group
managing director, ‘said: “I
waould be disappoiniing o lose
these contructs because we
hive Jong-term refationships
with thern, However, £62m was
investid with the full knowledgs:

W 'Wood: sign of confidanca.

that these reviews were coming
upand that's a sigm ol conlidence
in thie firm.”

Liverpool Viclomn confirmed
that AMEG and the Clalms People
wizre both clientg of the compary
and were competing for ane posk
T 20 its panel.

A spokeswoman said; "We put
ot i fender every three years,
Crie te our chonging needs, we

will have only one loss ad|uster
on the next contract, which will
start in Jamuary 2006,

Uroupama hias seid that
It alse plans-to resmuactere (s
cluims wrraniements 1o rellec
the changing shape of i1s busi-
ness, Poot Magazime understands
that the company has whittled
the applicants down w lour:
LAR Robdns, AMG, Cunninghnm
Lindsey angd Crawlord.

Graham Gibson, Groupama's
clalms cHrector; added: “We need
fTobring our kss adjusting panel
into line with-the current and
Future nevds of the business. Tie
review will be completed early
next year”

In wlut -5 expecied to-be an
extremely busy end of year for
Toss adjusting panel raviews,
Binval Bank of Scotland also plans
i anngunee the resulis of s
review, with markel sources
tipping & decision before the
beginning of December

Losses in the US hit all-time high

US GEMERAL Insurérs have
patd am all-time record S40.5bn
(33,580} 1w homeowners and
businesses for instred property
losses in 14 stales, socording o
prefiminary estimates by [50°%
Froperty Clodm Services unit,
Fhe Joss tally makes 2005
the eostlicst year far catastrophe
damage alredsdy, The quarter’s
catastrophe lisses compare with
the 324.7bn loss 1n third-guae-

et 2004, the industry’s previods
wis] thirch-crearter and $3.70n in
Third-guarter 2003, nsared loss-
s during the fist hlne months
of 2005 now stand at $43.8bn
from 19 catastrophic evenis in
17 states — the Irschestry’s worst
nine-month pericd ever, com-
parcd with $24.7bn during the
same perind NSt pr

I3 estimated the quarier pro-
duced nearly 2.3 millirm claims

for damage to personal and com-
mercial progerty, vehicles, boats
ind yaches,

At 334.4bn, HBurnicane Karrima
wils the quarter’s costliest event,
followed by Rira ($4.7Bn) and
Denmi {51, 10n) Louisidna was
the haedest-hit stare with 525bn
In insured losses, followed by
Missigsippi with 50.0bn, Texas
with $2.2bn, Alabama with
51.5bn and Flarida with £1.36n

Insurer in new
fraud fight plea

ECCLESIASTICAL Tnsurance iz
urEng-insurens o fond reseasch
it thinks could help in the fight
against fraodudent injury cliims.

The Insurer is ¢championing
muscle mapping echookogy from
the Motion Anolysis Rescarch and
Rehabllitativn Centre, which s
currently used in professional
spart, 16 help medical practition-
ers pecuramedy diagnose personal
||1_||.|.r!.-cLa:rrmn1:s.

John Hall, business develop:
menl manager at the MARRE,
s it needed Tunding 10 com
plete bts research inlo whiplash
and lower back njnres,

A spokesman at Eoclesiassical
atdid: "The rechnology could
hielp clolms management compa:
nies disprove rdulent claims.
We Bave spoken to insurers about
Tunding but as yot oo decisions
hivve been made, We &re ot o very
early stags."

Joe Pendle, director of clent
services al the Insurance Servioey
Offce, said thar the UK was a
lomg way behind North Amertca
when §1 came to this kind of
research, and more needial 1o be
dont, "Insurance companies are
refuctant o help Nund this &ind of
reseisrch because wyers wod 1o
advis clients against having scams
that have not been apprived by
orthopacdic surgeons.”

However, o spokesman or the
Assockatinn of British Insurers
indicated It would oot be hack-
ing the rescarch: "While we sup-
pont research and technndogheal
develogments that lead v more
effective refbilitation, we are
ot in the business ol lnding
individual schemes.™

FSCS holds off on further levy

RECOVERIES made from the
estates of Tndependent Inserance,
Chester Street, and the fve
':jjaﬁnlvl.'m Kwelm nsurers hive
H{uyﬂt[ﬂl the indlustry’s compen-
satton scheme o the benefit of

afl'l:-h:n:rs.

Hhis is according to the
Fimmnicial Services Compensation
Seheme, which said rhere will be

i
A0 [usther levy this fnasclal year,

having macde "slenificant”™ recov-
eries $o far, tofalling £261m.

in the: insurance broking seciors,
Whittdey Insurance Consultants
aned BPS Insurince Brokers; with
nix major clidms falllng m the F5CS
sofar, It s unlikely that a bevy for
compensation payments will be
necessary in this fmancial YL
"The FSCS contimes to andit
the-work of run-ofl dgents: for
the: eesxjor insurance esiates, such:
#s Independent Insurance, and
continues o make sohstantial
recoveries |n This sector s Fur

insodvent firms, mainly from the
Insmrance sector, To date, E44.5m
has Been recoverad This year n
thig soctor and we nre expect-
ing -3 further dividend from the
Kwelm estate.”

Last week, the scheme ad-
minlsrrators told Post Magazine
credirors of KWELM's estate will
récidve 38pin the pound, from
liabilities fotalling almost £3bn,

Thie FECS will be pulslishing (s
plan and budget o eary February




