Knocked through houses

Athoueh creating two houses on a plot or subdividing a house into
flats requires planning permission, the reverse situation does not.
Ti combing a pair of semi-detached houses into one detached
howse does not need planning permission. Current planning
policies are secking oo maximise densitics on land in urhan areas
and farge plotscan be difficult oo achicve so combining two howses

it one cin be d solution - although reverting back twi dwellings
sl requine permission

Gates and other
boundaries

Watlls and fenees can radically
affect the ook and privacy of a
house, They generally don't
need permission on
the boundary,

priniding they

Are o o
than two meores high, of one metee when they dre
atljacent to-a road, Within a garden - which could

be one inch in from the boundary - igs finé to
construct walls or fenees up to thres metres n

height, as fong as no more than half the garden is
enclosed. So.providing the garden is big enough, you
can have a tennis courtwith three meere high feneing or
three metre high sereening from neighbours: Remember that

swhere you're simply replacing an existing fence or wall, regardless of
its height, permission will not b peeded

. .

Hanging Lliles

Ouside of consenvation areas, permission is not needed to elad,
hang tiles or render a house, These-can be un effoctive ways of
integrating an extension with an-existing property, or eransforming
4 hotise that bas been badly exrended in the past,

Basements
Lofts were onee considersd the essential addidon when extending 2
home, but pow ics the um of the basement to mke contre Stge.
Gone are the perceprions of dark, dingy and cramped rooms. which
have been replaced with an understanding ofswhat 2 basement
really affers — i spacious, bright and warmcom ersion that lotks as
if irs abways been there, rucher an add-om
Basement conversinns add extra space and value to a ome - tha
extra “chill our” zone could be 2 mym. children's playroom,
swimming pool or home enertainmentoentre, In & ovo-stores
property, 4 basement can pravide 505 more spaec - 4ta fraction of
the tost of moving.
| Prices range from £30.000 0 £255.000 foor a4 conversion. Y ou
chonld instrucr either 2 repuable basement company’ to CArIy oUt 8
site investigation, [fvou're not going to appointa specialist
hasement company. at the very least. employ an architect and
engineer o look after Your intersis.
Also, employ afirm that offersan insuranee-backed guarantod,
rather than just a company one. Let vour neighbours know wharts
coinzon and have a contingency fund in place. B

Walls and fences
generally don't need
permission on the
boundary provided they
are no more than two
metres high

Basement Damp-proofing
Mo two basements are the same and there are a range of
water-proofing solutions suitable for each environment. In

general there are two main methods used: membranes

and structural waterproofing (or tanking). Membranes
allow decoration and foor finishes to be completed almost
immediately, without long drying out periods.

BASEMENT HEAVEN

Basements@Withers-Group is one of the UK's leading
basement design and building firms, With over 20

years of experience, the Company offers a
full design and build basement package —
from concept to conclusion. Experts are
on hand to advise on every aspect of
the architectural and structural process
and their work is covered by a 12 year
defects insurance-backed guarantee.
For further details call 020 8689 6205
or visit www.basements.uk.com B

LOOKING FOR MORE SPACE
@,
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Werd mare spacs in your hemg, whers doyou
ek Tirst? ¥ou may cansidacan edension, Ot
{hiat's not abways possible,

Lok na further. yoa could be standing on tha
answer! Canvert your existing proparty and
created hasement. Contact the specialists.

CALL 020 8689 6205

www.basements.uk com

ot home



